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PM Modi Sends Best Wishes To Joe Biden Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation, Shri Amit Shah,
launches new Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) Portal in New Delhi
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US President Joe Biden
had been diagnosed with
an aggressive form of
prostate cancer that had
spread to his bones, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
sent his warmest regards
for a speedy recovery.

Prime Minister Modi
said, "Very concerned to
hear about Joe Biden's
health," in a message that
was shared on X. Send him
our warmest regards for a
speedy and complete
recovery. We are thinking
of Dr. Jill Biden and her
family.

After Biden reported
worsening urine symptoms,
a prostate nodule was dis-
covered, leading to the

nancy with a Gleason score
of 9 (Grade Group 5),
which indicates
that the disease
has migrated to §
the bone, was
confirmed by
medical testing.

"A prostate
nodule was
found during
President Joe

successful therapy despite
the gravity of the diagnosis.

Biden's evalua-
tion last week after he
began exhibiting worsening
urine problems. He
received a prostate cancer
diagnosis on Friday, May
16, with a Gleason score of
nine and signs of bone
metastases, according to
the statement.

In order to determine the

best course of therapy
going ahead, the 82-year-
old former president and
his family are currently
seeking advice from med-
ical experts.

"The cancer seems to

be hormone-sensitive,

form of the disease," the
statement continued. "The
President is discussing
treatment options with his
doctors and his family."

Meanwhile, on May 20,
CNN's Jake Tapper and
Axios' Alex Thompson will
publish their new book,
"Original Sin: President
Biden's Decline, Its Cover-
Up, and His Disastrous
Choice to Run Again." The
book provides fresh per-
spectives  on Biden's
team's internal worries on
his health deterioration in
the latter years of his presi-
dency.

Biden's advisers dis-
cussed using a wheelchair
if he had lasted into a sec-

BSP Chief Mayawati Reappoints Nephew Akash Anand
As Chief National Coordinator Months After Sacking Him

(Gns).

Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) chief Mayawati on
Sunday appointed her
nephew Akash Anand as
chief national coordinator, a
few months after sacking
her from all positions in the
party. This reappointment is
said to be a significant
move as BSP is aiming to
find its ground in Uttar
Pradesh ahead of 2027's
assembly elections.

This appointment was
made during a national-
level meeting held at the
Central Office on Lodhi
Road, Delhi, which saw the
attendance of party officials
representing various states
across India.

Notably, the assembly
included district presidents
and coordinators from Uttar
Pradesh, alongside nation-

al coordinators, general
secretaries, and state pres-
idents.
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This decision comes
after Akash Anand's previ-
ous expulsion on March 3,
under circumstances that
highlighted internal party

dynamics, including the
influence of his father-in-
law, Ashok
Mayawati, at the time, had

Siddharth.

emphasized that the move
was in the best interest of
the party and its founda-

movement.
Nonetheless, following
Akash's expression of
regret and a formal apology
for past missteps,
Mayawati demonstrated a
willingness to give him
another chance, outlining
the conditions for his return

tional

to the party on April 13.

Mayawati's decision to
reappoint Akash Anand
underscores a renewed
trust in his capabilities to
lead and strengthen the
BSP across the nation. In
her address, she highlight-
ed the need for Akash to
operate with diligence and
caution, aiming to bolster
both the party's influence
and its underlying move-
ment. This move also signi-
fies a potential succession
plan, as Akash had previ-
ously been identified by
Mayawati as her political
heir before his temporary
removal from the party.

During the meeting,
Mayawati's message was
clear: Akash Anand should
remain uninfluenced by
external parties and focus
on his duties.

Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan virtually interacts with State Agriculture
Ministers to discuss the upcoming ‘Viksit Krishi Sankalp Abhiyan’

(Gns).

Union Minister  for
Agriculture, Farmers
Welfare, and Rural

Development, Shri Shivraj
Singh Chouhan, virtually
interacted with Agriculture
Ministers from various
states from Krishi Bhawan,
New Delhi, today to discuss

preparations for the
upcoming ‘Viksit Krishi
Sankalp Abhiyan’, sched-

uled to take place across
the country from May 29 to
June 12, 2025. Shri
Chouhan urged the states
to actively participate in the
campaign and work with
the goal of reaching as
many farmers as possible
to ensure they benefit from
agricultural innovations and
technological interventions.

Terming the campaign,
a significant step toward

increasing agricultural pro-

half the population, and

called for sustained efforts
to secure their future while

ductivity, Shri Chouhan
stated that ‘Viksit Krishi
Sankalp

Abhiyan’ is a

major initiative |
to transform
Indian agricul-
ture. “This is our |
land, our sail,
and our farm-
ers,” he said,
emphasizing

that the goal is
to make agricul-
ture profitable,
ensure food
security, and boost the pro-
duction of food grains, puls-

es, fruits, and vegetables,

while making nutritious

food available to all citizens.

He reiterated that agricul-
ture is the backbone of the
Indian economy, supporting
the livelihoods of nearly

conserving natural
resources for generations
to come. The Minister

expressed satisfaction over
record agricultural produc-
tion this yearincluding rice,
maize, pulses, and oilseed-
sand congratulated all
states and their agriculture

ministers for their contribu-
tions to this achievement.
Shri Chouhan empha-
sized that this is only the
beginning and there is
much more to be done. He
stated that with better coor-
dination between institu-
tions, departments, univer-
sities, and resources at
both the central and state
levels, Indian agriculture
can achieve even greater
success. “Working in a
coordinated and unified
manner can create mira-
cles in farming,” he added.
He wunderlined that the
‘Viksit ~ Krishi  Sankalp
Abhiyan’ is an innovative
initiative aligned with Prime
Minister Shri Narendra
Modi’s ‘Lab to Land’ vision,
aiming to bridge the gap
between research and the
real-life needs of farmers.

Union Minister Sarbananda Sonowal Reviews Inland

Waterways Infra Projects in Assam & Northeast

with %300 crore worth of
projects already completed.
Following my review of
ongoing works in the region,
we are on track to complete

(Gns).

Union Minister of Ports,
Shipping and Waterways
(MoPSW), Shri
Sarbananda Sonowal,
today reviewed the ongoing
projects in Assam and the
Northeast with senior offi-
cials from the Ministry of
Ports, Shipping and
Waterways (MoPSW), the
Inland Waterways Authority
of India (IWAI), Public
Works Department (PWD),

Indian Port Rail and
Ropeway Corporation
Limited (IPRCL) and

Cochin Shipyard Limited
(CSL). The minister under-
scored the need to com-
plete the projects on time in
line with the broader vision
of Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi’'s Viksit
Bharat. “Northeast is the
topmost priority for PM

Narendra Modi ji, our work
in the region must sync with

the vision of Viksit Bharat,”

asserted Sarbananda
Sonowal at the meeting.

Speaking
after the meet-
ing, the Union
Minister said,
“As per the
vision of
Hon’ble Prime
Minister Shri |
Narendra
Modi ji, we are
developing
robust water-

and the
Northeast with projects
worth 1,000 crore on the
anvil, targeted for comple-
tion by 2026. In last two
years, more than 1,000

crore has been invested,

the remaining X700 crore
projects by the end of 2025.
These efforts aim to boost
cargo and passenger
movement, improve last-
mile connectivity, promote

economic growth in the
Northeast, and align with
the broader vision of
Atmanirbhar Bharat
through sustainable and
inclusive transport solu-
tions.”

The Union Government
is actively developing key
infrastructure projects
along NW2 (Brahmaputra)
and NW16 (Barak), includ-
ing the construction of pas-
senger vessels of various
capacities, terminal facili-
ties, and capacity-building
initiatives. Union Minister
Shri Sarbananda Sonowal
also reviewed progress on
the proposed Inland Water
Transport (IWT) project at
Doyang Lake, and
assessed the potential of
Noune and Shilloi Lakes in
Nagaland for water sports
and tourism.

Overseas Citizen of India
(OCl) Portal in New Delhi
today. The Union Home
Secretary, the Director of
the Intelligence Bureau (IB),
and other senior officials of
the Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) were present on the
occasion.

On this occasion, Union
Home Minister Shri Amit
Shah said that under the
leadership of Prime
Minister Shri  Narendra
Modi, India is continuously
striving to provide world-
class immigration facilities
to its OCI cardholder citi-
zens. He said that a
revamped OCI portal with
an updated user interface
has been launched to sim-
plify  the registration

wide, and we must ensure

India (OCI) scheme was

they face no inconvenience
when visiting or staying in
India.

The new portal will pro-
vide enhanced functionality,
advanced security, and a
user-friendly experience for
the existing over 5 million
OCI cardholders and new

introduced
amendment to the
Citizenship Act, 1955, in

through

2005. The scheme pro-
vides for the registration of
Persons of Indian Origin as
Overseas Citizens of India,
provided they were citizens
of India on or after 26th

parent or great grandparent
citizens of Pakistan or
Bangladesh are not eligible.

The existing OCl
Services portal was devel-
oped in 2013 and is cur-
rently operational in over
180 Indian missions abroad
as well as 12 Foreigners
Regional Registration
Offices (FRROs), process-
ing approximately 2000
applications per day. Given
the significant technologi-
cal advancements over the
past decade and feedback
received from OCI card-
holders, a revamped OCI
portal has been developed
to address existing limita-
tions and enhance user
experience.

Rajnath Singh to visit Gujarat’s Bhuj airbase today

Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh is set to
visit the Bhuj airbase in
Gujarat for a two-day visit
on Friday.

(Gns).

During his visit, Singh is
expected to evaluate the
operational preparedness
of the Indian Armed Forces
in the region and examine

the effectiveness of
strengthened security
measures following

Pakistan’s recent unsuc-
cessful drone incursions.

However, India’s securi-
ty forces successfully
thwarted Pakistan’s repeat-
ed attacks with the assis-
tance of air defence sys-
tems. Eventually, after fac-
ing continuous military set-
backs and no success,
Pakistan called for a cease-
fire.

Bhuj Rudra Mata Air
Force Station is a key
installation of the Indian Air
Force located in Bhuj.

The station shares its
runway with the civilian
Bhuj Airport and functions
under the South Western
Air Command (SWAC).

Bhuj Air Force Station,
which houses the 27 Wing,

is a critical base for air
defence and surveillance
due to its proximity to the
India-Pakistan border.

Several operations,
including Operation
Sindoor, were led by the
Western Air Command,

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday morning
visited the Adampur Air
Base in Punjab.

During his visit to the
Adampur Air Base, the
Prime Minister was briefed
by Air Force officers and
interacted with the person-
nel involved in the opera-
tion.

Adampur Air Base falls
under the Western Air
Command of the Indian Air
Force.

W|th Air Marshal Jeetendra
Chaudhry, the Western Air
Command Chief, oversee-
ing the missions in coordi-
nation with the Chief of Air
Staff.

The Western Air
Command is one of the
most critical operational
commands of the Indian Air
Force, covering a vast and
strategic region — from
Jammu and Kashmir to
Rajasthan, including
Himachal Pradesh, Punjab,

Haryana, Delhi, and
Western Uttar Pradesh.

This region includes
some of the most sensitive
borders and forward air-
bases, making it the nerve
centre for any aerial military
action involving Pakistan.

Rajnath Singh recently
reviewed the security situa-
tion along India’s western
border. The border areas of
Rajasthan and Gujarat,
which lie adjacent to
Pakistan, are part of the
western frontier.

The security review
meeting, which focused on
the safety of the nation’s
borders, was attended by
the Chief of Defence Staff
(CDS), the Army and Navy
Chiefs, and senior officials.

According to the
Ministry of Defence, the
meeting held on Tuesday in
New Delhi discussed the
security situation on the
western borders.

The meeting, chaired by
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, provided detailed
information regarding the
Line of Control (LoC) and
the international border
with Pakistan.
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still waiting for both.

ANOTHER STALEMATE?

Ukraine, and Russia, After more than three years of
brutal conflict, the promise of peace in Ukraine still
hangs precariously in the balance. Diplomatic efforts are
once again underway, this time in Istanbul, where repre-
sentatives from Ukraine, Russia, the United States, and
Turkey have met. Yet the absence of senior leadership ~
most notably the Russian and American presidents ~
raises serious doubts about the credibility and potential
outcomes of these negotiations.

It has become increasingly clear that the road to
peace in Ukraine runs not merely through diplomatic
channels, but through the direct involvement of top lead-
ers who command both the authority and political capital
to make decisive moves. In this context, any negotiations
lacking the presence of figures like Presidents Viadimir
Putin and Donald Trump ~ who have each shaped their
nations’ foreign policy landscapes in profound ways ~
are likely to achieve little more than symbolic value.

The problem is not simply about protocol or diplomat-
ic stature; it is about the mismatch between the gravity of
the crisis and the level of engagement it is receiving.
Ukraine continues to bleed, with ongoing military offen-
sives and shifting frontlines. Russia, meanwhile, remains
entrenched, controlling around 20 per cent of Ukrainian
territory. These are not conditions ripe for incremental
diplomacy. They demand bold, top-level political inter-
vention. Ukraine’s president, for his part, has expressed
a willingness to meet his Russian counterpart directly.
But Moscow’s delegation, led by lower-ranking officials,
sends a message of disengagement, if not outright dis-
dain. This decision has also been interpreted as a slight
against Turkey’s mediation efforts and the broader inter-
national community’s desire for a credible peace process.

The United States remains a pivotal actor. While offi-
cially represented at the talks, the absence of its top
leadership underscores a
Whether one agrees with Mr Trump’s political style or not,
his asser tion that peace will require a personal meeting
betw — een him and Mr Putin reflects a hard truth: peace
often demands more than diplomacy ~ it demands direct
confrontation of hard realities by those who hold real
power. The optics of the Istanbul talks matter. When a
war has cost tens of thousands of lives and displaced
millions, sending mid-level negotiators signals detach-
ment. Peace cannot be brokered by those without the
mandate to concede or commit.

Diplomacy without consequence merely prolongs the
illusion of progress. Symbolic meetings and staged sum-
mits will not end the war. What is needed is genuine
negotiation underpinned by political courage, strategic
compromise, and mutual recognition of human suffering.
The Istanbul talks, in their current form, risk becoming
yet another footnote in a long series of failed efforts if key
actors continue to treat peace as a procedural matter
rather than a moral imperative. Until the main architects
sit face to face and reckon with the weight of their deci-
sions, peace will remain elusive. In diplomacy, timing
and presence are everything. And right now, the world is

troubling ambivalence.

Visnagar’s Rise as Copper City: Advancing Towards a Brighter Future

Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel pres-
ents Development
Projects Worth Over 495
Crore for Visnagar

Shri

Inauguration of New
Hospital Building,
Municipal Building, and
Taluka Panchayat
Building

: Chief Minister Shri
Bhupendra Patel:

o “Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi has
adopted the mantra of
‘Nagarik Devo Bhavah,
Janta Janardan’, focus-
ing on inclusive empow-
erment of all.”

e “Through
‘Operation Sindoor’,
Prime Minister Shri

Narendra Modi has sent a
message that terrorism
will be eradicated from its
very roots.”

. “Let us realise the
vision of Viksit
Bharat@2047 through the
nine resolutions given by

Prime Minister  Shri
Narendra Modi.”
Gandhinagar, 19 May

2025 : At the inauguration
and foundation stone laying
ceremony of various devel-
opment works in the his-
toric copper city of Visnagar,
Chief Minister Shri
Bhupendra Patel stated
that the state government
is committed to carrying
forward the politics of
development initiated by

Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi.
Development projects

worth %¥2,800 crore have
been inaugurated in just
three days across Gujarat.
He emphasized that when
such developmental initia-
tives are undertaken for the
welfare of the people, the
public must also actively
participate. People hesitat-
ed to ask the government
for development work in the
past. Today, demands are
confidently made for proj-
ects worth crores of rupees,
and these works are being

executed. This trust-build-
ing between the govern-
ment and the people has
been made possible under
the leadership of Prime
Minister Shri  Narendra
Modi.

Furthermore, he stated
that through "Operation
Sindoor," Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi has
sent a message that terror-
ism will be uprooted from
its very foundation. Chief
Minister Shri Bhupendra
Patel congratulated Prime
Minister Shri  Narendra
Modi, Home Minister Shri
Amit Shah, and the Indian
Armed Forces for the suc-
cessful execution of
Operation Sindoor.

He said that Prime
Minister Shri  Narendra
Modi, by adopting the
mantra of “Nagarik Devo
Bhavah” and “Janta
Janardan,” has focused on
inclusive empowerment of
the people. Under the lead-
ership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, arrange-
ments have been made to
ensure that there is no
shortage of funds for devel-
opment projects.

Speaking on develop-
ment works, CM said that
to address the issue of traf-
fic congestion in the state,
a 31,020 crore “Garvi
Gujarat High-Speed
Corridor” project has been
promoted. In Visnagar as
well, a bypass road is to be
constructed at the cost of
%210 crore. The state gov-
ernment is committed to
ensuring that amenities like
roads, education, and
healthcare reach even the
remotest villages of Gujarat.
In earlier times, Gujarat
had 1,375 medical seats;
today, 7,000 doctors grad-
uate every year. For better
healthcare in rural areas,
sub-district hospitals are
being upgraded at the talu-
ka level. Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi has
laid special emphasis on

Beyond GDP: India’s tryst with reforms

(Gns).

In a compelling conver-
sation, noted economist
Montek Singh Ahluwalia,
one of the key architects of
India’s 1991 economic
reforms, has shared his
insights on India’s policy
transformations, ongoing
economic challenges, and
the road ahead. His reflec-
tions provide a rare glimpse
into the behind-thescenes
decision-making that
helped shape modern
India’s economic trajectory.
Ahluwalia began by recall-
ing the economic turmoil
India faced in 1991,
marked by a severe bal-
ance of payments crisis.

At the time, foreign
exchange reserves had
dwindled to a precarious
level, and a radical shift in
economic policies was the
only way forward. The
reforms that followed,
including trade liberaliza-
tion, delicensing of indus-
tries, and opening up to for-
eign investment, were a
watershed moment in
India’s history. While the
reforms were spearheaded
by then Prime Minister P.V.

Narasimha Rao and
Finance Minister Dr.
Manmohan Singh,

Ahluwalia emphasized that
their success lay in a col-
lective effort. He dismissed
claims that the World Bank
and IMF dictated India’s
economic policies, clarify-
ing that discussions on
structural reforms had
already been taking place
within the government. The
crisis merely acted as a
catalyst, allowing long-
pending reforms to materi-
alize.

He also recounted how
his policy paper, later
dubbed the M Document,
influenced the govern-
ment’s approach to eco-
nomic restructuring. He
highlighted that resistance
to change existed even
within the bureaucracy, but
strong leadership and a
strategic approach helped

(Gns).

push reforms forward.
Shifting focus to current
economic challenges,
Ahluwalia addressed
India’s fiscal health, partic-
ularly the rising debt-to-
GDP ratio. While India’s

public debt remains below
that of many advanced
economies, he cautioned
that sustaining long-term

growth requires a disci-
plined fiscal policy. He
pointed out that India

needs to balance its social
spending with fiscal pru-
dence. Excessive debt, if
not managed well, can
crowd out essential invest-
ments in infrastructure,
education, and healthcare.

He also discussed how
government  borrowings
impact private investment,
suggesting that a meas-
ured fiscal deficit is crucial
to ensuring macroeconom-

ic stability.  Ahluwalia
reflected on the evolving
global trade Ilandscape,

particularly the increasing
protectionism seen in the
US and other developed
economies. While global-
ization had initially benefit-
ed emerging economies
like India, latest trends indi-
cate a shift towards eco-
nomic nationalism. He criti-
cized the US’s approach of
imposing tariffs on allies
and competitors  alike,
warning that such transac-
tional policies create uncer-
tainty in global trade. He
stressed the need for India
to remain engaged with

After more than three

international markets while
also building domestic
competitiveness through

trade reforms and strategic
tariff adjustments.

On the subject of India’s
currency, Ahluwalia sup-

ported a managed
exchange rate rather than a
completely free float. He
argued that some level of
rupee depreciation is bene-
ficial for boosting exports
and maintaining economic
competitiveness. Countries
like China and other East
Asian economies had his-
torically kept their curren-
cies weak to support
exports, and India should
take a pragmatic approach
rather than aiming for an
artificially strong rupee. A
critical area of concern,
according to Ahluwalia, is
India’s human capital
development. While India
boasts a large young work-
force, a significant portion
lacks employable skills. He
pointed out the mismatch
between the education sys-
tem and industry needs,
arguing that mere degree
acquisition does not trans-
late to employability.

He emphasized that
states must take a more
proactive role in education
reforms. While the Centre
can provide a framework,
execution lies with state
governments. He also
urged for better gover-
nance in educational insti-
tutions and stronger link-
ages between academia
years and 14 rounds of

and industry to bridge the
skill gap. Discussing cli-
mate change, Ahluwalia
acknowledged the growing
global pressure on India to
reduce carbon emissions.
While India has committed
to achieving net zero by
2070, he stressed that
immediate policy actions
are required. He advocated
for accelerating the transi-
tion from coal to renewable
energy while simultaneous-
ly investing in climate-
resilient agriculture.

He warned that climate
change could significantly
reduce agricultural produc-
tivity, underscoring the
need for better water con-
servation, agricultural
research, and sustainable
farming practices. He high-
lighted that some states,
like Tamil Nadu, have
begun working on climate
action plans, but a nation-
wide coordinated effort is
necessary. He called for
greater cooperation
between the Centre and
states, labeling climate
adaptation as an opportuni-
ty for true “cooperative fed-
eralism.” Addressing the
growing culture of populist
welfare schemes,
Ahluwalia cautioned
against excessive reliance
on government handouts.
While targeted welfare poli-
cies are necessary, indis-
criminate giveaways often
come at the cost of long-
term economic sustainabili-
ty.

He noted that fiscal dis-
cipline is essential to ensur-
ing that social schemes do
not compromise essential
investments in infrastruc-
ture and development.
Political parties across the
spectrum, he argued, must
rethink their approach to
welfare to strike a balance
between social security
and economic prudence.
Ahluwalia concluded by
emphasizing that economic
reforms are not a one-time

event but an ongoing
process.
negotiations, the United

the eradication of TB.

Under the Ni-kshay Yojana,
a compassionate responsi-
bility is being fulfilled by
providing treatment and
nutrition kits to TB patients.

CM said that while we
could not contribute to the

Panchayat, and Visnagar
Municipality. A total of 76
development works worth
more than %423 crore were
launched through founda-
tion stone laying and bhoo-
mi poojan, while 18 devel-
opment works worth over
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country’s freedom struggle,
we must now work to fulfill
the vision of Viksit Bharat
by the year 2047 as envi-
sioned by Prime Minister

Shri Narendra Modi. He
urged everyone to adopt
the Nav Sankalp (nine res-
olutions) given by the
Prime Minister — water
conservation, green cover,
cleanliness, vocal for local,
discovering India, adopting
natural farming, adopting a
healthy lifestyle, giving
space to yoga and sports in
life, and helping the under-
privileged.

Marching ahead on the
path of continuous devel-
opment, an event was
organized at APMC Ground
in the copper city of
Visnagar, where Chief
Minister Shri Bhupendra
Patel inaugurated and laid
the foundation stone for
various development works
worth over %495 crore. This
included the inauguration
of the newly constructed
buildings of Civil Hospital
Visnagar, Taluka

(Gns).

India has long been a
beacon of craftsmanship,
famed for its architectural
marvels, intricate artistry,
and precision metallurgy.
Centuries ago, our indus-
tries contributed nearly 30
per cent of the world’s GDP,
demonstrating an unwaver-
ing dedication to excel-
lence. While post-indepen-
dence India has made
tremendous strides in sci-
entific research, defense,
automobile, aviation, and
medical innovation, these
achievements largely bene-
fit a small segment of soci-
ety.

In stark contrast, the
vast majority ~ especially
those engaged in service
sectors and small to medi-
um scale manufacturing ~
grapple with a persistent
culture of inefficiency, neg-
ligence, and disregard for
quality, affecting not only
our daily life but the nation-
al economic growth and
productivity. This pervasive
decline stems from histori-
cal oppression, complacen-
cy, and an ingrained ten-
dency to accept mediocrity
rather than challenge it.
Centuries of foreign rule
conditioned society to
resign to fate, suppressing
creativity and dynamism.
Over time, precision faded,
leaving behind a workforce
that lacked motivation for
perfection.

Instead of fostering cor-
rective action, substandard
work became normalized.
Despite 76 years of inde-
pendence, this mindset
persists, especially in sec-
tors lacking strict oversight.
With over 15.67 per cent
youth unemployment and
103.4 million classified as
“NEET” (Not in Education,
Em — ployment, or Training),
many are absorbed into
small industrial and service
sectors where poor work
culture flourishes
unchecked. This segment,
where inadequate voca-
tional training, lack of disci-
pline, and disregard for
accountability thrives,
needs urgent intervention.
It is here that the
Government and the organ-
ized private sector must

aetela o]
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%72 crore were inaugurat-
ed.

During the event,
Health Minister Shri
Rushikesh Patel stated

that Visnagar, known for its
unique copper legacy, is
steadily progressing on the
path  of uninterrupted
development. The govern-
ment is making consistent
efforts to provide citizens
of Visnagar with essential
infrastructure such as
drinking water, roads, edu-
cation facilities, a library, a
seminar hall, a community
hall, school classrooms,
and overbridges. The state
has adopted a proactive
approach toward
Visnagar’s development,
ensuring that the growth
journey of this copper city
continues unhindered.

He further added that
under the leadership of the
Prime Minister, the nation
is advancing on a journey
of national pride, develop-
ment, and heritage. In
Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi’s vision of

Strive for

step in to instill training,
excellence, and accounta-
bility, ensuring India’s
growth is broad-based and
inclusive, rather than
restricted to a privileged
few. Organized & Semi-
Organized Sectors: Mainly,
the reasons for degradation,

Viksit Bharat, priority has
been given to rural devel-
opment alongside the
building of a strong nation.
Visnagar, recognized today
as a heritage town, has
been gifted several devel-
opment-oriented projects,
which  will significantly
enhance the quality of life
for its residents.

District In-Charge
Minister ~ Shri  Jagdish
Vishwakarma stated that
with a commitment to the
welfare of most marginal-
ized in society, an uninter-
rupted journey of develop-
ment has been initiated in
Visnagar with Vedic tradi-
tions. Today, the govern-
ment is making persistent
efforts towards rural devel-
opment across the country.
To ensure basic amenities
reach rural populations and
to accelerate rural develop-
ment, the government has
implemented various
schemes.

He further added that
with the aim of Sahkar thi
Samrudhhi, Gujarat has
become a leading state in
the cooperative sector. The
state and central govern-
ments remain constantly
committed to strengthening
cooperative institutions to
empower farmers, animal
husbandry farmers, and
women in rural areas
through cooperative pros-
perity.

It is noteworthy that, for
the health and well-being
of citizens, a newly con-
structed hospital building
has been inaugurated at a
cost of %30 crore. For the
benefit of Visnagar city res-
idents, a new municipality
building has been built at a
cost of %6.70 crore, and for
the rural population of
Visnagar Taluka, a new
Taluka Panchayat building
has been inaugurated at a

cost of 4.47 crore.

At the bhoomipujan,
foundation stone laying,
and inauguration cere-
monies for various devel-
opment works in education,
healthcare, primary servic-
es, and infrastructure,
Visnagar Municipality inau-
gurated projects worth
%18.87 crore and laid the
foundation stone for proj-
ects valued at 210.12 crore.
The Roads and Buildings
Department, along with the
Panchayat and State
Government, laid the foun-
dation for development
projects worth %407 crore.

At the event, the bene-
fits of various government
schemes were distributed
to beneficiaries.

At the event in the cop-
per city of Visnagar, which
is progressing steadily on
the path of continuous
development, District
Panchayat President
Trusha Patel, Members of
Parliament Haribhai Patel
and Bharatsinh Dabhi,
MLAs Shri Mukesh Patel,
Shri C.J. Chavda, Shri
Sardar Chaudhary, Shri
Kirit Patel, Shri Sukhaji
Thakor, Shri K.K. Patel,
Dudhsagar Dairy Chairman
Shri  Ashok Chaudhary,
District Collector Shri S.K.

Prajapati, District
Development Officer Shri
Dr. Jasmine Hasrat,
Resident Additional

Collector Shri J.K. Jegoda,
leader Shri Rajni Patel,
Sushri.Varsha Doshi, Shri
Mahendra Patel, Shri
Girish Rajgor, Visnagar
Prant Officer, and presi-
dents, officials, and digni-
taries from Visnagar Taluka
and Municipality were
present. A large number of
citizens from Visnagar and
across the district attended
the program.

Perfection

* Minimal competition
and innovation — Without
incentives to improve,
mediocrity prevails.

*  Weak disciplinary
measures — Poor execution
often goes unchecked,
reducing accountability.

* Neglect of quality

decline in professionalism
and lack of precision
across various medium and
small scale industries are:

* Inadequate skill devel-
opment. Training pro-
grammes are either insuffi-
cient or non-existent, lead-
ing to poor workmanship.

* Disjointed education
systems result in lack of
standardization in skill-
based training while lan-
guage comprehension hin-
ders efficiency. In most
cases the technician learns
by experiments and experi-
ence leaving him unfit for
competing with quality
products from corporate or
established industries.

* Absence of structured
SOPs and formal guide-
lines lead workers to take
shortcuts resulting in haz-
ardous and at times fatal
output.

* The high cost of pro-
fessional tools discourages
workers from using indus-
try-standard materials.
With free trade and easy
transfer of technology, it
should not be difficult for
organized industry to pro-
duce affordable quality
tools and test equipment.

* Lack of pride in crafts-
manship results in compla-
cency preventing workers
from striving for excellence.
Frances Hesselbein has
aptly said that “Dispirited,
unmotivated, unappreciat-
ed workers cannot compete
in a highly competitive
world”

assurance — Regulatory
systems fail to enforce
stringent quality control in
service sectors. Private
and Unorganized Sectors:
Significant reasons for
degradation in  quality
assurance and incidence of
poor professional output
are:

* Compulsive reliance

on shortcuts which sacri-
fices efficiency and safety
norms.

* Weak enforcement of
safety standards results in
reckless behavior.

* Punctuality and dead-
lines are the foundations of
success which more than
often are ignored as work-
ers lack sen - se of
urgency and discipline.

* Social obligations and
personal matters frequently
take priority over work com-
mitments. We experience a
sub-standard work culture
daily across multiple small
industries and service sec-
tors, yet it has become so
normalized that most peo-
ple hardly question it. “A
disorganized workspace
means disorganized work
habits. A sloppy work envi-
ronment equals sloppy
results,” said Larry Winget.
This quote encapsulates
the reality we face: poor
work conditions breed inef-
ficiency, carelessness, and
negligence, leading to
widespread failures in exe-
cution.

. *
A Y,

TR -I_ "
NHEL KE RAONG! BWAR KE SANG

KHELO
INpiA

v,

HELO INDI

Daksh Bhoot of Surat for securing 2nd Place ‘
(Silver Medal) in Yogasana (Traditional Event) at the
Khelo India Youth Games, held on 14th May 2025 in
Gaya,

Bihar!

RNI No. GUJGUJ/2014/57876 Published & Owned by AJAYKUMAR RAMANLAL PRAJAPATI and Printed By (1) JIGNESH RASHIKBHAI GAJJAR at Vansh Corporation, A/8, Shayona Golden Estate, Shahibag, Ahmedabad - 380 004, Ahmedabad,Gujarat-380 004.
(2) DESAI RAHUL MAHESHBHAI at Bhavani Offset,Bhatiya Ni Wadi, Opp Railway Station, Kalupur, Ahmedabad,-380002,Ahmedabad,Gujarat-380 002 (3) HARDIK MAHESHBHAI DESAI at Bhoomi Offset,Bhatiya Ni Wadi, Opp Railway Station, Kalupur,

Ahmedabad,-380002,Ahmedabad,Gujarat-380 002. and Published from TF-01, Nanakram Super Market, Ramnagar, Sabarmati, Ahmedabad - 380 005. Editor : ASHVINKUMAR KESHAVLAL RAMI




3 | Ahmedabad. Dt. 20-05-2025 Tuesday

Garvi

Gujarat

Ahmedabad. Dt. 20-05-2025 Tuesday | 3

Samakhiali Junction: Gateway to
Travel, Tradition, and Progress

Indian Railways is often
referred to as the lifeline of
the nation. In railway oper-
ations, the role of railway
stations is unigue — many
times, these stations
become the identity of a city.
Most railway stations are
located at the heart of cities,
where economic, social,
and cultural activities flour-
ish. Therefore, the develop-
ment of railway stations
should not be limited to
train halts alone, but should
also serve as a symbol of
the city's pride and dignity.
When railway stations are
developed based on local
cultural, spiritual, and reli-
gious traditions, they
become the first and mem-
orable point of contact with
the city for both domestic
and international travelers.

Under the visionary
leadership of Prime

Minister Shri Narendra
Modi, India’s global credi-
bility has increased. At the
foundation ceremony of the
railway station redevelop-
ment project, he

remarkable achievement.

The Prime Minister has
often said that the projects
he lays the foundation
stone for, he also inaugu-

remarked, "India,
moving towards
the goal of
becoming devel-
oped, is now at
the beginning of [§
its Amrit Kaal.
There is new|" m&
energy, NEW |smis
inspiration, and =
new resolve."|[

Inspired by this

vision, Indian Railways has
initiated the transformation
of more than 1300 railway
stations across the country.
In less than two years,
India is ready to inaugurate
103 redeveloped stations
under the "Amrit Bharat
Station Scheme" — a

rates. This reflects the new
work culture of a developed
India, where the pace and
commitment to completion
of work are clearly visible.

Under this scheme, the
redeveloped stations fea-
ture  grand

attractive facades, high-

gateways,

mast lighting, modern wait-
ing rooms, ticket counters,
modern toilets, and ramps
for divyangjans (specially-
abled individuals). Platform
shelters, coach indication
systems, and digital dis-
plays have also been
installed. All facilities have
been made accessible to
divyangjans. Moreover,
each station showcases
glimpses of local folk art,
reflecting the culture and
traditions of the state.
Located in Gujarat's
Kutch district, Samakhiali
Junction has long been
considered the gateway to
the region. Established dur-
ing the expansion of the
Kutch State Railway in the
1950s, the station was orig-
inally developed to promote
trade and agricultural activ-
ities. Today, it is a signifi-
cant junction in the

Yusuf Pathan Snubs 'Operation Sindoor' Foreign Outreach
TMC Slams BJP For Lack Of Consultation

Delegation;

(Gns).

Trinamool Congress MP
Yusuf Pathan, who had
been named by the govern-
ment as part of an all-party
parliamentary delegation
for the 'Operation Sindoor'
foreign outreach, will not be
taking part in the initiative,
according to an India Today
report.

Party insiders claim the
government added his
name without consulting
the Trinamool Congress,
although they did approach
the MP directly.

The former cricketer-
turned-politician has report-
edly conveyed his unavail-
ability to join the delegation.

Sources further stated
that Mamata Banerjee's
party also based its deci-
sion on the principle that
foreign policy falls squarely
within the jurisdiction of the

central government, which
should assume complete
responsibility for it.

"We believe that the
nation comes first, and we

have pledged our support
to the Union government in
taking any steps necessary
to defend our great country.
Our armed forces have
made us proud, and we are
forever grateful to them.
Foreign policy lies entirely

within the Union govern-
ment's remit, and therefore,
it should be the one to
determine and manage it
independently,” a

Trinamool leader told the
news agency PTI.

A total of 51 political
leaders, MPs, and former
ministers from across the
political spectrum have
been listed as part of seven
delegations visiting various

global capitals to communi-
cate India's firm stance
against terrorism in the
wake of Operation Sindoor.

Pathan had been placed
in the group led by JDU MP
Sanjay Kumar Jha, which is
set to visit Indonesia,
Malaysia, South Korea,
Japan, and Singapore.

Other members of the
delegation include BJP's
Aparajita Sarangi, Brij Lal,
Pradan  Baruah, and
Hemang Joshi; CPI(M)'s
John Brittas; Congress
leader Salman Khurshid;
and former journalist
Mohan Kumar.

Another Trinamool MP,
Sudip Bandyopadhyay,
previously stated that he
too had been invited to take
part in the initiative but
declined due to health con-
cerns.

Ashoka University Professor Approaches Supreme Court
After Arrest Over 'Operation Sindoor' Facebook Post

(Gns).
Ashoka University pro-
fessor Ali Khan

Mahmudabad, who was
arrested by the Haryana
Police for a Facebook post
related to  'Operation
Sindoor’, has now
approached the Supreme
Court seeking relief.

The matter was brought
to the court's attention by

Senior Advocate Kapil
Sibal, who mentioned the
petition  before  Chief

Justice of India (CJl) BR
Gavai on Monday, request-
ing an urgent listing.
"Mylords, a professor at
Ashoka University has
been proceeded against for
an entirely patriotic state-
ment on Operation Sindoor.

Mylords may list it immedi-
ately," Sibal said during the

brief mention.

Responding to the
request, CJI Gavai agreed
to list the matter day after
tomorrow.

Earlier, a Magistrate
court remanded Professor
Mahmudabad to two days

of police custody, following
his arrest on Sunday.

The Narendra Modi
administration was chas-
tised by the Congress on
Sunday for "double stan-
dards" after Ali Khan
Mahmudabad, the director
of the Political Science
Department at Ashoka

University, was arrested for
posting on Facebook about
"Operation Sindoor.

" The party drew atten-
tion to the difference
between the absence of
accountability for BJP min-
isters who it alleged had
made disparaging state-
ments about the armed
services and the prompt
action taken against a pro-
fessor for a "thoughtful"
article denouncing violence.
"His only error is that he
wrote this post," said
Congressman Pawan
Khera on social media. His
name is his other error,
implying that the arrest was
motivated by religious prej-
udice.

India Is Not a Dharmashala: Supreme Court Echoes
Country's Struggle Amid Refugee Overload

deportations, noting similar
relief had been denied ear-
lier and that the aIIegations
lacked substantlatlng evi-

(Gns).

Let's begin with facts.
India is grappling with a
complex refugee crisis, pri-
marily involving Rohingya
Muslims from Myanmar
and undocumented
migrants from Bangladesh.
The recent Supreme Court
ruling with regards to a Sri
Lankan refugee highlights
the country's challenges in
managing this influx.

Supreme Court's Stance
on Refugees

On May 19, the
Supreme Court dismissed
a plea by a Sri Lankan
Tamil national seeking to
remain in India after serv-
ing a seven-year sentence
under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act.
The court emphasised that
India, with its population of
1.4 billion, cannot serve as
a 'dharamshala'-a free
shelter-for foreign nationals.
This decision aligns with
India's stance on not
accommodating  foreign
nationals without proper
legal grounds for residency.

India hosts approxi-

mately 40,000 Rohingya
refugees, many of whom
are undocumented and
reside in areas like Jammu,
Hyderabad, Delhi and R
Nuh. The Indian govern- p&=
ment has expressed |
concerns over potential
security threats posed
by some Rohingya indi- [§
viduals, citing alleged
links in anti-national [£&
activities. In 2017, the
government initiated
processes for their deporta-
tion, leading to legal chal-
lenges and scrutiny.

The Supreme Court last
week dismissed a plea
alleging that over 40
Rohingya refugees, includ-
ing women and children,
were dumped in the
Andaman Sea for deporta-
tion, calling the claims "fan-
ciful ideas."

A bench of Justices
Surya Kant and N Kotiswar
Singh  questioned the
authenticity of the materials
submitted, suggesting they
were based on unverified
social media content. The
court refused to stay further

dence or verified documen-
tation.
Bangladeshi
and Border Challenges
India shares a porous
border with Bangladesh,

Migrants

leading to  significant
undocumented migration
over the years. While exact
numbers are challenging to
ascertain, estimates sug-
gest millions of
Bangladeshi nationals
reside in India without legal
documentation. This influx
has strained resources and
heightened security con-
cerns, prompting measures
like the National Register of
Citizens (NRC) in Assam to
identify and deport illegal

immigrants.

Humanitarian  Efforts
and International Relations

Despite domestic chal-
lenges, India has extended
humanitarian assistance to
neighbouring countries fac-
ing refugee crises. In 2017,

under "Operation
Insaniyat," India provided
relief materials to

Bangladesh to support
Rohingya refugees fleeing
violence in Myanmar. The
aid included essential items
like food, clothing and med-
ical supplies, reflecting
India's commitment to
regional  stability and
humanitarian principles.

The Bottom Line

India's refugee situation
is multifaceted, involving
humanitarian obligations,
national security concerns
among other things. Any
firther burden on the
resources and policies can
have far-reaching impact.
Indeed, it's a tight rope
walk for the government
towards upholding human
rights while safeguarding
national interests.

Foreign Secy Vikram Misri To Brief Parliamentary
Panel Today On India-Pak Conflict, Op Sindoor

By Amit Vasudev

Time Published:
Monday, May 19, 2025,
10:39 [IST]

Google Oneindia News

Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri is set to brief
the Shashi Tharoor-led
Parliamentary  Standing
Committee on External
Affairs today, May 19,
regarding the recent India-
Pakistan military conflict
that followed the Pahalgam
terror attack and Operation
Sindoor.

The multi-party panel
has summoned Misri to
provide insights on "current
foreign policy develop-
ments concerning India
and Pakistan."

This comes in the wake
of  Operation Sindoor,
launched by Indian armed
forces to avenge the
Pahalgam terror incident
and the subsequent military

escalation between the two
nations. Both sides agreed
to halt military operations
on May 10.

This marks
instance of a
senior govern-
ment official
appearing before
the committee to
formally brief
Parliament  on
developments
following the April
22 terror strike in
Pahalgam,
Jammu and
Kashmir, which claimed the
lives of 26 individuals, pre-
dominantly tourists.

On May 7, India con-
ducted  strikes under
Operation Sindoor, target-
ing nine terrorist hubs in
Pakistan and Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir.

the first

Following these events,

Misri, along with Colonel

Soya Qureshi and Wing

Commander Vyomika
Singh, addressed the
media.

The Indian Foreign

Service (IFS) officer, who
has been praised for his
diplomatic outreach, faced
online criticism after
announcing the ceasefire
on 10 May.

Besides Committee
Chair Shashi Tharoor, the
31-member panel includes
prominent MPs such as
Ravi Shankar Prasad and

Sudhanshu Trivedi (BJP),

Deepender Hooda
(Congress), Abhishek
Banerjee (Trinamool
Congress), Asaduddin

Owaisi (AIMIM), and John
Brittas (CPI-M).
Parliamentarians  are
expected to question Misri
about the government's

diplomatic efforts post-
Pahalgam attack.
Interestingly, us

President Donald Trump
has claimed credit for bro-
kering the ceasefire, citing
his role in mediation and
leveraging trade to bring
both countries to the nego-
tiating table.

Misri is also expected to
inform the committee about
India's plans to dispatch
seven delegations to 32
countries and the
European Union over the
next three weeks.

Bengaluru: Krutrim Al Engineer’s Suicide
Sparks Debate On Toxic Work Culture

(Gns).

Almost a fortnight after
the body of a 25-year-old
machine learning engineer
working at an Al firm was
discovered in Bengaluru's
Agara Lake, serious allega-
tions have emerged on
Reddit and in media reports,
citing unnamed staff mem-
bers, suggesting the engi-
neer took his own life due
to a toxic workplace culture
and an exploitative manag-
er.

The engineer, Nikhil
Somwanshi, was found
dead on 8 May. A First
Information Report (FIR)
was subsequently lodged
to investigate the incident.

Somwanshi had joined
Krutrim, an artificial intelli-
gence company owned by
the ride-hailing platform
Ola, in August 2024, shortly
after earning his master's

degree from the Indian
Institute of Science (IISc),
Bengaluru. He was regard-
ed as an exceptional stu-
dent, graduating
with a GPA of 9.30.

Reports allege
that Somwanshi
had been bur-
dened with the
responsibilities of
several former col-
leagues who had
resigned, reportedly due to
the behaviour of their US-
based manager, Rajkiran
Panuganti.

In a Reddit post, a user
by the name 'Kirgawakutzo'
claimed that Panuganti reg-
ularly used "traumatic" lan-
guage with new hires, nur-
tured a hostile working
environment, and was
responsible for a wave of
team resignations.

A Krutrim spokesperson

said the company was
"heartbroken by the loss"
and is fully cooperating with

the authorities. The
spokesperson also
stated that
Somwanshi was

on leave at the
time of his death.
"He reached
out to his manager
on April 8,
expressing that he
needed rest, and was
promptly granted personal
time off. Later, on April 17,
he shared that he was feel-
ing better but would benefit
from additional rest, and his
leave was extended
accordingly," the company
said in an email statement.
The Reddit user further
alleged that the manager
"continued to mistreat staff
even after learning of the
engineer's death."

Other Krutrim employ-
ees, speaking on condition
of anonymity, described
Panuganti as having a
longstanding reputation for
aggressive and demeaning
conduct, frequently under-
mining junior staff and
labelling them "incompe-
tent."

A Business Standard
report cited a former
Krutrim employee who sup-
ported the allegations, stat-
ing they had resigned with-
out another job offer due to
"intense work pressure",
and recalled "feeling suici-
dal."

The Financial Express
quoted another ex-employ-
ee who had worked under
Panuganti as saying:
"Rajkiran has no people
management skills. He
shouts at employees and
disappears.

Police Summon Agitating Teachers
Over May 15 Clashes At Bikash Bhavan

(Gns).

Police have issued sum-
mons to several teachers
involved in the ongoing
protests outside Bikash
Bhavan, the headquarters
of the West Bengal
Education Department in
Salt Lake, in connection
with the violent clashes that
erupted there on May 15.
These teachers had lost
their jobs following a recent
Supreme Court verdict and
have been demonstrating
outside the building since
Thursday.

According to an official,
the Bidhannagar Police
Commissionerate issued
the summons on May 16.
The notice accuses the
summoned teachers of
damaging government
property, obstructing public
servants from discharging
their lawful duties, and

issuing threats to govern-
ment officials. The teachers

have been directed to
appear before the investi-
gating officer at
Bidhannagar North Police
Station at 11 a.m. on
Wednesday, May 21.

An FIR has been regis-
tered at Bidhannagar North
Police Station naming spe-
cific teachers identified in

video footage of the May 15
clashes. The charges in the

FIR fall under relevant sec-
tions of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita, which per-
tain to disobedience to law-
ful orders, criminal and
house trespass, rioting,
and wrongful restraint.

The police summons
stated: "...during the course
of the investigation, it is

revealed that you damaged
government property and
obstructed the public ser-
vant from his lawful duty
and threatened the public
servant from doing their
duty, and there are also
reasonable grounds to
question you to ascertain
facts and circumstances
from you in relation to the
present investigation.
Hence, you are directed to
appear before me at 11 am
on May 21 at the
Bidhannagar North Police
Station."

The West Bengal Police
confirmed on Friday that 19
personnel were injured dur-
ing the May 15 clashes,
including one officer who
sustained serious injuries.
A suo motu case has also
been filed against individu-
als alleged to have instigat-
ed the unrest.

UK-Based Professor Nitasha Kaul’s OCI Status
Cancelled by Centre Over ‘Anti-India Activities’

(Gns).

An Indian-origin aca-
demic based in the UK,
Professor Nitasha Kaul,
has stated that the
Government of India has
revoked her Overseas

Citizenship of India (OCI)
status on the grounds of
"indulging in anti-India
activities".

Kaul was deported from
Bengaluru airport last year,
just hours after her arrival.

On 18 May, Professor
Kaul took to social media to
share the official notice of
her OCI cancellation. She
included an image of a sec-
tion of the letter issued by
the Indian government.

"IMPORTANT NOTE - |
received a cancellation of
my  #OCI  (Overseas
Citizenship of #India) today
after arriving home. A bad
faith, vindictive, cruel

example of #TNR (transna-
tional repression) punish-
ing me for scholarly work
on anti-minority & anti-
democratic policies  of

plete disregard for facts or
history."

It continued, "Through
your numerous inimical
writings, speeches and

-1

#Modi rule," Kaul posted on
X.

The extract from the offi-
cial document read: "...and
whereas it has been
brought to the notice of the
Government of India that
you have been indulging in
anti-India activities, moti-
vated by malice and com-

Journallst|c act|V|t|es at var-
ious international forums
and on social media plat-
forms, you regularly target
India and its institutions on
the matters of India's sov-
ereignty.”

Professor Kaul, a faculty
member in the Department
of Politics and International

Relations at the University
of Westminster, is a gradu-
ate of Shri Ram College of
Commerce (SRCC), Delhi
University, and holds a
master's and PhD from the
University of Hull in the UK.

In a follow-up post, she
recalled the incident from
the previous year when she
was deported shortly after
arriving in Bengaluru. She
described the episode as
an affront to the Congress-
led Karnataka government,
which had invited her to
speak.

"Denied entry to India
for speaking on democratic
& constitutional values. |
was invited to a conference
as (an) esteemed delegate
by (the) Govt of Karnataka
(Congress-ruled state) but
(the) Centre refused me
entry.
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After YouTuber Jyoti Malhotra, UP Man Arrested For
Allegedly Spying On Behalf Of Pakistan's ISI

(Gns).

Shehzad

The arrest forms part of
a broader nationwide
crackdown on individuals
allegedly spying for
Pakistani intelligence serv-
ices, which has already
seen  several people
detained, including social
media influencers and
YouTubers.

According to a press
statement issued by the
ATS, Shehzad had been
under surveillance after
credible intelligence indi-
cated his involvement in
smuggling activities along

the India-Pakistan border,

allegedly under the protec-
tion of Pakistan's intelli-
gence apparatus.

Investigations revealed
that Shehzad had made
multiple trips to Pakistan
and was involved in illegal
cross-border trade, includ-

stated that he not only pro-
vided intelligence but also
facilitated ISl activities
within India.

Further  investigation

ing cosmetics,
garments,
spices, and
other goods.
Authorities
believe the
smuggling oper-
ation was a
cover for his
espionage
efforts.

Shehzad s
also accused of cultivating
close ties with ISI opera-
tives and passing on sensi-
tive and classified informa-
tion related to India's
national security. Officials

uncovered
following

directives,
Shehzad had
transferred funds
to Pakistani
agents operating
in India. He is
also accused of
assisting individ-

ISl

uals from
Rampur and
other parts of Uttar
Pradesh in travelling to

Pakistan under the guise of
smuggling, with the ulti-
mate aim of recruiting them
for ISI-linked operations.

that,

Police claim that the
visa and travel arrange-
ments for these individuals
were allegedly made with

the assistance of ISl agents.

Additionally, Shehzad is
said to have acquired and
supplied Indian SIM cards
to ISI operatives, potential-
ly enabling secure commu-
nication for disruptive activ-
ities.

A case has been regis-
tered against Shehzad
under Sections 148 and
152 of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita at the ATS police
station in Lucknow. He has
been presented before a
magistrate, and further
legal proceedings are cur-
rently underway.

DM meeting with banks regional managers/RM

Mathura. A meeting was
held with Regional
Managers/RM of banks in
connection with the Chief
Minister's Youth
Entrepreneur Vikas
Abhiyan Yojana under the
chairmanship of District
Magistrate Chandra
Prakash Singh. The District
Magistrate said that with
the aim of making the youth
of the state self -employ-
ment, the Chief Minister's
Youth Entrepreneur
Development Campaign
Scheme has been imple-
mented, under which the
youth wishing to establish
their own employment in
the service and construc-
tion sector are being pro-
vided interest free loan of
up to Rs 5 lakhls.The

Dlstrlct Maglstrate Chandra Prakash Singh meetmg

District Magistrate instruct-
ed the managers and
regional managers of all
banks to ensure that the
applications received under
the said scheme should be
settled with
There should be no delay in
providing loan facility on

timeliness.

applications. Complete all
formalities and work on
pending applications. The
District Magistrate said that
more and more eligible per-
sons should be benefited
from the said public welfare
scheme being run by the
government. He said that

on the basis of priority, the
Chief  Minister  should
ensure work on the Youth
Entrepreneur Development
Campaign Scheme. Chief
Development Officer
Manish Meena instructed
all banks to ensure action
on applications received
earlier in 3 days. He said
that there will be a meeting
again after three days and
reviews will be done on dis-
posal  of
District Magistrate Chandra

Prakash  Singh, Chief
Development Officer
Manish Meena, Deputy
Commissioner Industry

Ramendra Kumar, Branch
Manager and Regional
Manager of all banks of the
district were present in the
meeting

Seas of packaged Dmkmg of nme lakh rupees

Stored seven samples
of cheese, cream and oth-
ers

Mathura. In compliance
with the order of the
Commissioner, Food
Safety and Drug
Administration, Uttar
Pradesh Lucknow and
District
Dhirendra Pratap Singh
Assistant Commissioner for
Effective Prevention on the
sale of adulterated food
and beverages and the
direction of the Assistant
Commissioner of Food
Second and Gyanpal Singh
under the leadership of the

Chief Food Safety Officer,

Magistrate,

Food Safety Department team carrying out raids

by the Food SachaldalThe
cityy, NH 19, stored two
cheese and a sample of
cream from the city.A sam-
ple of Ice Candy from
Nandgaon Road, Kosikalan
and one sample of Ice
Candy and Frozen Desert
Strawberry Flavor from

Ramnagar Kosikalan. A
sample of packaged drink
water was stored due to the
construction date and
batch number on the bot-
tles of the packaged drink
water stored in the estab-
lishment located in the
Floodpura Sadar Bazar

area, and the said pack-
aged drinks of the said
packaged drinking water
the 30,000 bottles per 500
ml per 500 ml of Rslt has
been handed over to the
custody of the concerned
food businessman.A total
of 07 samples were collect-
ed in the campaign, state
food laboratory is being
sent for the said stored
food samples
After receiving the investi-
gation report, next legal
action will be taken. Arun
Kumar, Dalveer Singh and
Jitendra Singh Food Safety
Officers were present in the
Food Sachaldal.

Nirav Modi Extradition Case: UK
Judge Says ‘High Risk Of Absconding’

(Gns).

N|rav Modi's extradition
from the UK to India has
encountered another hur-
dle. A London High Court
judge recently denied his
bail request, citing a "confi-
dential impediment" delay-
ing his return to India. Modi
faces charges of fraud and
money
The judge expressed con-
cerns that Modi might not
surrender if released, high-

lighting a high risk of
absconding.
Justice Michael

Fordham, during a hearing
at the Royal Courts of
Justice, reiterated these
concerns. He noted sub-
stantial grounds for believ-
ing that the 54-year-old
fugitive would flee if grant-
ed bail. Despite the judicial

laundering there.

process belng otherwise
complete, a "confidential"
legal issue has stalled
Modi's extradition.
Confidential
Proceedings and
Legal Challenges
The nature of |d

this "legal rea-
son," as
described by

Justice Fordham,
is known only to
Modi, his legal
team, and the
Home Office. It
remains undisclosed to the
Crown Prosecution Service
(CPS), the Indian govern-
ment, or the court. Nicholas
Hearn, representing Indian
authorities, acknowledged
this impediment but
stressed its confidentiality.

Speculation suggests

this issue may relate to an
asylum claim. Although it
has been mentioned in pre-
vious hearings, it remains
unconfirmed offi-
cially. Justice
Fordham empha-
sized that this
confidentiality
|limits what the
court can assess
regarding Modi's
i detention or
potential release
risks.

Repeated Bail

Attempts and  Health
Concerns
Since his arrest in

March 2019, Modi has
been held at Thameside
prison in London. He has
unsuccessfully applied for

bail at least seven times.

His legal team argues that

prolonged pre-trial delays
justify his release due to
mental and physical health
concerns and reports of
threats in custody.

The judge considered
these arguments anew but
concluded they do not out-
weigh the flight risk. Modi
faces three criminal cases
in India: a fraud case by
CBI related to Punjab
National Bank, an
Enforcement Directorate
case on laundering fraud
proceeds, and another
alleging witness tampering.

Extradition Approval and
Ongoing Delays

In April 2021, then UK
Home Secretary Priti Patel
approved Modi's extradition
after British courts found a
prima facie case against
him.

ECI begins training programme for
BLO Supervisors from Jharkhand

(Gns).
Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) of

India Shri Gyanesh Kumar
inaugurated a two-day
capacity-building pro-
gramme for frontline elec-

tion functionaries from
Jharkhand at the India
International Institute of

Democracy and Election
Management
New Delhi today. The par-

ticipants, numbering 402,
EROs,
BLOs and BLO Supervisors.

include DEOs,

(IIDEM),

Over the past three months,
ECI has trained over 3000
such participants from
across the country at IlI-
DEM.

2. In his inaugural
address, CEC Gyanesh
Kumar commended the
exemplary hard work and
dedication demonstrated
by the participants at the
grassroots level in
Jharkhand during enrol-
ment of electors. CEC also

exhorted the participants,

who will be familiarised with

the provisions of first and
second appeals under
Sections 24(a) and 24(b) of
RP Act 1950 to make the
electors aware of these
provisions.

3. It may be recalled
that the first and second
appeals against the final
electoral rolls can be made
with the DM/District
Collector/Executive
Magistrate and the Chief
Electoral Officer (CEQO) of

the State/UT respectively.

No appeals were filed from

Jharkhand after the com-
pletion of the Special
Summary Revision (SSR)
exercise as of 6th-10th of
January 2025.

4. Playing a key role in
ensuring correct and updat-
ed electoral rolls, the par-
ticipants are being trained
to function strictly as per
the Representation of
People Act 1950,
Registration of Electors
Rules 1960, Conduct of
Election Rules, 1961.

applications.

’

analysis.

1951,

JD Vance, Zelenskyy Meet In Rome To
Push For Russia-Ukraine Ceasefire

(Gns).
The ongoing war
between Russia and

Ukraine was the main topic
of discussion during a
meeting between U.S. Vice
President JD Vance and
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy in
Rome on Sunday (local
time). The conversation
happened during Pope Leo
XIV's first mass, which was
celebrated in Vatican City's
Saint Peter's Square. The

meeting also included U.S.

Secretary of State Marco
Rubio.

The
focused on the common
objective of halting the vio-
lence in Ukraine and reach-
ing a peaceful settlement to
the crisis, according to a
statement from the Vice
President's Office. The
leaders also discussed the
state of the Russia-Ukraine
talks now underway in
Istanbul, Turkey.

These
which are intended to
achieve a ceasefire and
create lasting peace, are

negotiations,

the first direct interaction
between the two countries
after almost three years of
fierce military conflict.

discussions [

cussed their shared goal of
ending the bloodshed in
Ukraine."

All three leaders, along

President JD

Vice
Vance and Secretary of
State Marco Rubio met with

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy this
afternoon in Rome,
According to the official
statement from the vice
president's office, "The
leaders gave updates on
the current status of negoti-
ations for a ceasefire and
lasting peace and dis-

Italy.

with  other  dignitaries,
including Peruvian
President Dina Boluarte,
attended the Vatican's two-
hour ritual. Prior to this,
Pope Leo XIV spent sever-
al years in Peru as a mis-
sionary and a bishop.
Secretary of State
Marco Rubio had praised
the prisoner exchange
arrangement made during
the recent Russia-Ukraine

negotiations in a conversa-
tion with Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov
before to the Rome summit.

Rubio reiterated
President Donald Trump's
statement on Saturday,
stressing the need to put
an end to the violence.
"The devastation and death
must end," he informed
Lavrov. Later, the U.S.

14| State Department verified

that Secretary Rubio had
praised the prisoner swap

| deal reached during the

Ukraine-Russian negotia-
tions on May 16. "The
United States is committed
to achieving a lasting end
to the Russia-Ukraine war,"
he added, echoing
President Trump's
remarks."The comprehen-
sive peace plan proposed
by the United States out-
lines the best way forward,"
the State Department
statement continued.
President Trump's demand
for a rapid ceasefire and a
stop to the hostilities was
stressed by the Secretary.

Accused of spreading panic by dairy
bullets arrested in police encounter,

Attacker injured by bul-
let in encounter

Mathura. On May 11,

another accused of shoot-
ing a young man in a dis-
pute over milk transaction
in Mahendra Nagar Colony
of police station highway
area has been arrested by

the police in an encounter.

The accused has been
injured due to a bullet in the
leg. A pistol, three car-
tridges and a bike have
been recovered from his
possession. The police
have admitted the injured
to the hospital. In this, the
police have arrested six
accused so far. Mandi out-
post in -charge and a sol-
dier have also been sent to
jail for leaving an accused.

Highway police station
in -charge Anand Kumar
Shahi said that in the house
of Mahendra Nagar, a resi-

dent of Kumar

Vijay

Police team and |njured attacker carrymg for treatment

Meghshyam, who lives in

Agarwal, the youth resident
of Garhi Pitambar, a resi-
dent of Garhi
lives on rent and runs a

dairy at the shop below.

Babi was sitting on dairy on
11 May. Some people
attacked the milk transac-
tions. Arjun alias

Pitambar,

the neighborhood in the fir-
ing, was injured by a bullet
in the thigh. Vijay Kumar
filed a case against Haridas,
Subhash, Sunil,  Anil,
Shaurya and Siddharth.
Subhash was arrested by
the police after the incident.
Two days later, Sunil resi-

dent Amar Colony police
station highway was arrest-
ed in an encounter on a
road leading to Govardhan
near Gulmohar Colony.
The highway police sta-
tion in -charge said that on
the basis of the information
of the informer, Siddharth
alias Krishna resident
Hansraj Colony police sta-
tion has been arrested in
an encounter late on
Sunday at 1:45 pm on the
turn of Maharaja Vaishali
Colony of village Salempur.
Let us tell you that in this
case, one accused left
Sachin with 70 thousand
rupees. When the SSP
conducted an investigation
on the complaint of the vic-
tim, the mandi outpost in -
charge Vidit Kumar and
constable Dilip were found
guilty. A case was filed
against both and sent to jail

Mathura: 485th birth anniversary of Mahamanava
Maharana Pratap celebrated with pomp

A procession was
organized in the proces-
sion in which Thakur
Megh Shyam Singh MLA
Thakur Om

Maharana Pratap ji were
captivated as the main

attraction,In these tableaux,

the tableau based on

Singh Thakur Karinda

Singh former MLA
Thakur Kushal Pal
Singh Kumar
Narendra Singh |-
Kumar Narendra |
Singh Kumar
Narendra Singh
Thakur Chandan |

Singh Thakur Tejpal [
Singh Thakur Singh
Thakur Kishore Singh
Thakur Madan Gopal

Singh Gopal Singh,
former Chairman Bar
Association

Prakash

Operation Sindoor was seen

Mathura.Like every year
in Mathura, this year, a pro-
cession was taken out on
the occasion of the 485th
birth anniversary of
Mahamanava  Maharana
Pratap ji under the aegis of
Kshatriya Rajput Welfare
Society with great pomp, in
which 11 attractive tableaux
along with Maharanava

as a symbol of the self -
respect of the country of

India, then the
depicting the future, had
added to the honor of
daughters. On the other
hand, the PSM band from
Nashik forced people to
dance on the drums, Nagara
bells.

Thousands of Maharana

tableau,

Pratap's followers were tied
to the head of Maharana
Pratap and were seen doing
Jai Ghosh of Maharana
Maharana Pratapji. During

the Mathura city tour, people
like Vicky Valmiki, Anu
Qureshi, Lucky Thakur, Malik
Arora, etc., along with the
people of their society, gave
a grand welcome to the
Shobha Yatra of Hindu heart

emperor Maharana Pratap ji.

The procession was
launched from Bhagat Singh
Park Dempier Nagar, which

New ADM administration gave strict instructions

to collectorate workers, do not bother the victim
7 3} = Dr.

Mathura. The new dis-

trict officer of the district, Dr.

Amresh Kumar, the new
district officer, says that his
main objective is that the
problem of the victim
should be resolved within
the stipulated time. The
state government has a
clear intention that the toll
behavior with the victim is
unfair. Dr. Amresh, a 2015
batch PCS officer, has
given administrative servic-
es in Gondipur Gonda
Bareilly Lakhimpur Meerut

New Addltlonal
District Officer
Administration Dr.

Amresh Kumar

district of the state. District

Ambedkar Nagar
Amresh told in a special
meeting that Mathura dis-
trict is a special district of
the state, under the direc-
tion of District Officer CP
Singh, government
schemes are being imple-
mented. It is my good for-
tune that | have the oppor-
tunity to serve Lord Yogiraj
at the birthplace. On
Monday, he took a meeting
of Collectorate personnel in
which he got detailed infor-
mation about online works

X

was concluded at Bhagat
Singh Park via Bharatpur
Gate Holi Gate Vikas Market.
Thakur  Tejveer  Singh
Councilor of Kshatriya Rajput
Welfare Society,
Praveen Thakur Karan
Thakur Karan Thakur
Advocate Sikander
Singh Vijendra Singh
.| Rahul Sikarwar, a pro-
’_ cession was organized
%" | under the skillful leader-
ship of Rahul Sikarwar in
which mainly Thakur
{ Megh Shyam Singh MLA

| Thakur Omprakash
Singh Thakur Karinda
| Singh, former MLA

1’* Thakur Kushal PalSingh

Kumar Narendra Singh
Thakur Chandan Singh
Thakur Tejpal Singh Thakur
Kishore  Singh  Thakur
Madan Gopal Singh, former
Chairman Bar Association
Mathura Rajkumar Tomar
Harikishan Singh Bhadoria
Thakur Prakash  Singh
Journalist Kalua Thakur
Rohtan Singh Sujan Singh
Sujan Singh Sujan Manoj
Principal  Atul  Sisodia
Thakur Sonia Singh Thakur
Jitendra SinghThakur Anil
Singh Thakur Fateh Singh
Block Chief Titu Tomar
Lokendra Pradhan Puran
Singh Chaumunha Pawan
Singh Chauhan Sonu Singh
Raju Tomar Amit Pradhan

Pawan Singh Rajawat
Durgpal Singh Awadhesh
Rawat  Dinesh  Tarkar

Jitendra Singh Kuldeep
Thakur Raj Thakur Raj
Thakur Raj Thakur Raj
Thakur Raghav Radhev
Radhelal Abhijit Singh Ajay
Singh Ajay Singh Ajay Singh
Manoj Thakur Vijay PalKarni
Sena Dinesh Singh Karni
Sena was mainly present.



